
St. Mary, Vinton 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

January 18, 2022 

 

The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith 

community in which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the way we live, by 

our worship together and in serving others. 

I. Roll call- Marcia Reilly, Stacey Happel, Melissa Tandy, Danise Shannon, 

Cindy Forsyth, Colman Sibernagel, Ryan Allsup, Jeannie Springer, JR 

Schemmel, Billy Ollinger 

II. Prayer and prayers for the community 

III. Approval of minutes – November meeting – done via e-mail 

IV. Minutes from standing committees: Liturgy – Jan. 4—discussed Christmas 

Masses  

V. Additions to agenda - none 

Old Business 

I. Status of LOWTF giving 

 Pledge- $1,134,610- there are 3 parishioners that have pledged that 

continue to pay on their pledge.  There are 4-5 outstanding pledges 

without payment over the last 3 years, thus Jeannie took these pledges 

off the books 

 Received- $1,132,110 

 Owe- $ 46,961 

 December Interest Payment- $219.41 

 LOWTF Challenge- We have 286 households in our parish.  A letter 

was sent to all households in November sharing that if each household 

could contribute $300 we could pay off the debt by year end.  Of these 

57 sent in donations in November/December. 



i. 18 donated <$300 with a range of donations of $20-250 for a total 

of $2,240 

ii. 20 donated exactly $300 for a total of $6,000 

iii. 19 donated >$300 with a range of $350-5,000 for a total of 

$23,518 

II. Building & Grounds 

 Window repair – Originally, Dubuque Glass gave us a bid of $2,200 to 

repair the window in the gathering space.  A claim was submitted to our 

insurer.  After subtracting our deductible of $500, we received a check 

for $1700.  Dubuque Glass then reported having difficulty connecting 

with Pella to match the glass in the window with the others.  Jeannie 

contacted Garling who put her in touch with a person at Pella.  Pella has 

ordered the correct glass and will now be installing it.  Pella indicated 

that they could do it for the same amount or less than Dubuque Glass. 

 Striping of parking lot- A couple parishioners have asked if we could 

re-stripe the parking lot as the lines have faded.  Cindy called the 

company did it last time to get a quote.  She has not heard back from 

them.  It was $456 in 2010 when it was done.  Will continue to work on 

getting a quote. 

 Floor in hall- John Barnes gave a quote to replace the flooring in the 

hall only (not the kitchen, washroom, or storage room) of $10,000 plus 

$7500 to install.  This would be for a good vinyl planking that would last 

a long time and could be placed over the existing flooring.  Jeannie 

received a quote from Brown’s to clean and polish the floors for $5,250 

which included the hall and the kitchen.  Last time it was cleaned was 

2002.  Motion was made, seconded and all approved to move forward 

with having the floor cleaned for now.  

III. Covid-  



 No changes at this time.  Recommending that people wear masks and 

that if any one has any symptoms that indicate they may be ill to stay 

home.  Council requested that the most recent CDC guidance be put in 

the bulletin.   

 We are moving forward with altar server training.  Information was in 

the bulletin last week, directing people to an on-line form to sign up.  A 

flyer about the training will be sent home with Students in grades 4-12 

tomorrow at RE.  A few members have signed up already.  

IV. Community sustaining/building-  

 One idea was to ask Father Jim if he could use the readings to make a 

theme on relationships, a theme reiterated one Sunday a month.   

 Council members were encouraged to reach out one-on-one to 

individuals who have not been attending Mass, particularly young adults. 

 Council members are asked to update the Google sheet that was started 

at our last meeting with ideas on how to build/sustain community.  Also, 

to provide addresses of anyone who has stayed or come back to the area 

that we could reach out to and invite back.     

 Discussed potential mailings as a form of outreach and what might be 

most effective.  

V. Security at Mass 

 Panic bar on door in back sacristy- the door is already set up for a 

panic bar.  The actual bar is ~$100.  Just need to order and install.  

 Emergency plan with chief of police/KCs- The individual with the 

Vinton PD that JR wanted to invite to talk to the KCs has taken another 

position so plans are on hold again at this time.    

VI. Cemetery board- Craig Ollinger has agreed to help with the cemetery.  Dave 

Pladsen will stay on while Craig learns the ropes.  Lon Lyphout had previously 



indicated he might want to step away, so we will continue to look for another 

person. 

New Business 

I. PLC report 

a. ArchdioceseOne- The Archdiocese is re-starting this fundraising effort.   

There will be information in the bulletin this weekend along with a QR 

code for a video that we are to encourage parishioners to watch.  There 

will be four ten-week waves, a beta wave followed by three more.  We 

are in the first wave which will begin August 14th and go through 

October 18th.  We will be hearing more as it gets closer.   

b. Synod survey- Archbishop Jackels has decided that the focus of our 

participation in the Synod on Synodality (called by Pope Francis) will be 

on parish vitality.  A survey will be used to help the Archdiocese assess 

what makes for a viable parish; how to determine which parishes should 

be clustered, merged or closed; and how many parishes one priest or 

PLC can reasonably serve.  Surveys will be mailed to all households at 

the beginning of February.  The hope is that most people will complete 

the survey, which is supposed to take about ten minutes, on-line.   

Agenda items for next meeting: 

I. Baptismal font 

Next SMV pastoral council meeting: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 – 6:30 p.m. 

 


